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 Ministry of 
Education

Educator Update: 
Graduation Years, Grades 10–12

 

WELCOME MESSAGE 

Recent Announcements 

 
 

What’s In This Update?
Recent announcementsUpdate on curriculum

Update on the graduationassessment developmentprogress

FAQs

The Ministry announced that the redesigned Grade 10–12 

curriculum will be implemented at the beginning of the 2018/19 

school year. This extra year gives teachers and principals more 

time to work with the redesigned curriculum and provide feedback 

to the Ministry. This announcement is available at BC Gov News.
November 2016

Curriculum
Extension

May 2016

Provincial
Assessments

May 2016

Graduation
Requirements

The Ministry announced that literacy and numeracy 

assessments will replace the previous provincial 

course-based examinations. 

Information is available at the 

curriculum website.

The Ministry announced that the 

number of credits required to 

graduate would remain the same, 

at 80 credits. Information is 

available at the curriculum website.

vious provincial 

e.

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2016EDUC0257-002479
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation-info
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation-info


2

 

 

WHERE WE ARE TODAY: CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT 

Grades 10–12 Curriculum 

 

 

 

Concepts

UNDERSTAND

KNOWDO

Big Ideas

∙ Generalizations & principles
∙ What students will understand

Content Learning 
Standards

∙ Topics
∙ What students 

will know

Curricular Competency
Learning Standards

∙ Skills, strategies & process
∙ What students 

will be able to do PS

T

C

Core Competencies

Summer 2015

Summer 2016

Winter 2016/17

First proposals for Grade 10–12 curriculum for most areas of learning 

were posted. Based on feedback, these early proposals were revised 

to become the curriculum drafts currently online.

Draft curricula were made available for a large number of courses in the 

areas of Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, Mathematics, Physical 

and Health Education, Arts Education, Career Education, Second 

Languages, and Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies.

Draft curriculum for Arts Education courses were posted in December 

2016, and additional Second Language courses will be posted in 

January 2017.

Tip

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/curriculum_intro.pdf
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•

•

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/10-12#ce
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/career-education/introduction
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Tip

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation-info
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Assessment 

 

 

 

September 2015

June 2016

Fall 2016

Winter 2017

Advisory Group on Provincial Assessment (AGPA) submitted its final 

report of recommendations.

A Think Tank on Graduation Assessments consisting of K–12 and 

post-secondary educators met to discuss and provide advice about the 

directions for BC’s provincial graduation assessments, including 

purpose, definitions, structure, and reporting methods for new literacy 

and numeracy assessments.

The Ministry collaborated with educators and reviewed the work of 

assessment specialists to draft a design framework to enable teams of 

educators to develop the new literacy and numeracy assessments. This 

process is ongoing.

The new literacy and numeracy assessments are in the “design” and 

“develop” stages of assessment development as described on the 

curriculum website.

Literacy is the ability to make meaning from text and express 

oneself in a variety of modes and for a variety of purposes. 

This includes making connections, analyzing critically, 

comprehending, creating, and communicating.

Literacy

Numeracy is the willingness to interpret and the ability to apply 

mathematical understanding to solve problems in complex 

situations, and the perseverance to analyze and communicate 

these solutions in ways relevant to the given context.

N

m

s

th

Numeracy
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Post-Secondary Consultations  

  

Tip

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/graduation-assessments-design-framework.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/graduation-assessments-design-framework.pdf
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Consultations and Research 

WHAT'S NEXT 

  

Curriculum
The next steps toward implementation of the Grades 10–12 curriculum 

in 2018/19 include posting the remaining draft curricula for Second 

Languages, determining the final sets of courses within each area of 

learning, revising and finalizing curriculum based on feedback, 

consulting with post-secondary institutions on course acceptance for 

admission, and establishing course codes.

Assessment
The next steps in the development of the new literacy and numeracy 

assessments include further development and consultation on the Design 

Framework and Assessment Structure, further development and trialing in 

classrooms, technical and specialist reviews of assessment questions, 

and the posting of full specifications for both literacy and numeracy 

assessments, including sample assessments. 

Tip

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/agpa-final-report.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/agpa_report.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/Curriculum Redesign Update Winter.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/docs/exp_curr_design.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/docs/def_xcurr_comps.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/docs/ca_transformation.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/curriculum_development_process.pdf
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/graduation/transforming-bc-s-graduation-requirements
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Curriculum and Assessment Timeline 

 
  

Curriculum Assessment

• Determine final courses and prepare 

initial course summaries to support 

planning in secondary schools and 

post-secondary articulation and review

• Begin developing instructional samples 

for the Grades 10–12 curriculum

• Provide curriculum information to 

institutions, colleges, and universities to 

support reviews for admission purposes

• Continue development and consultation 

on the Design Framework and 

Assessment Structure

• Provide general information about 

proficiency levels for literacy and 

numeracy

• Provide information and example tasks 

for numeracy assessment

• Conduct field trial of draft numeracy 

assessment in a small sample of 

schools

• Consolidate and report on feedback 

received for the Grades 10–12 draft 

curriculum

• Provide course codes and course 

descriptions for scheduling in the 

2018/19 school year

• Administer numeracy assessment for 

the first time (January 2018)

• Conduct marking and standard-setting 

sessions for numeracy 

(January/February 2018)

• Conduct field trial of draft literacy 

assessment in schools

• Post full assessment specifications for 

literacy, including sample assessment 

and scoring rubrics

• Administer literacy assessment for the 

first time (January 2019)

• Conduct marking and standard-setting 

sessions for literacy (January/

February 2019)

• Revise Grades 10–12 curriculum drafts 

based on feedback

• Conduct field trial of draft literacy 

assessment in schools

• Post full specifications for the 

numeracy assessment, including 

sample assessment and scoring rubrics

• Finalize Grades 10–12 curriculum

• Grades 10–12 curriculum is mandated 

for use

Summer 2017

Spring 2017

Fall 2017

Winter 2017/18

Spring 2018

Fall 2018

Winter 2018/19
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Curriculum

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum-info
mailto:curriculum@gov.bc.ca
mailto:student.certification@gov.bc.ca
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intended to  student interests and a variety of teacher delivery methods. 

 

Tip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP4ndQ5ckoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTx_3zjjtvA
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Assessment

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/instructional-samples
http://bcerac.ca/
http://teachbc.bctf.ca/
http://teachbc.bctf.ca/
mailto:curriculum@gov.bc.ca
mailto:curriculum@gov.bc.ca
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Tip

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/graduation-assessments-design-framework.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/graduation-assessments-design-framework.pdf
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https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/curriculum_development_process.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/curriculum_development_process.pdf
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required  

Graduation Requirements

Tip

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation-info
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