
DESCRIPTIVE FEEDBACK:  
 

After you see your child's work, sample, artifact posted on FreshGrade, 

what do you comment/write? 

To reach learning goals/targets, students need more than "Great job…." 

Examples: 

i) Compliments:  Description of success 

- Your brain was focused when you were adding those numbers! 

- You put in amazing speed and effort in your race to the goal. 

- You pronounced every word on the page perfectly! 

- You put a lot of thought and effort into your ideas! 

 

ii) Questions/suggestion: Description of next steps 

- How do you know the answer is correct? What strategy can you use? 

- When shooting, keep your eyes on the target. 

- Can you retell the story in your own words? If not, what is your next step? 

- Have you thought about the ending? Is the story finished? 

 

 

 

 

Why use it? 

- Feedback allows students to improve performance 

- Encourages both practice and risk taking 

- Allows for remedial instruction, intervention, and self-assessment 

- Encourages competency/mastery 

 

"Feedback in the form of words can be very motivational.  After a score of 

7 out of 10 has been put on a small assignment, there is not much more 

that can be said.  If, however, teachers/parents indicate one or two 

strengths and (provide one or two questions or suggestions to stretch a 

child's learning), they have the basis for discussions with individual 

students to help them improve their work. The basic principle at work here 

is that words open up communication, whereas numbers close it down – 

prematurely at that "(O'Connor, How to Grade for Learning, p. 116). 

"Children can reach any target they know about and that holds 

still for them" (Richard Stiggins) 

 


